DLTK's Crafts for Kids
Dalmatian Dog Toilet Paper Roll Craft

You can either make the Dalmatian with the fire hat (for a fire man's
helper) or without. The dalmatian toilet paper roll craft is a fun and
easy cut and paste craft that uses a toilet paper roll as a base to give it
a three dimensional effect.

Materials:

« a toilet paper roll or paper towel roll cut in half for two!
a printer,

glue,

scissors,

something to color with

a piece of white paper.

Instructions:

» Use the template on the back of this instruction sheet or make a copy of the
directions before you cut out your Dalmation pieces

= Color (where appropriate) and cut out the template pieces.

» Glue the large rectangular piece on first to cover the tube. Toilet paper rolls come in
different sizes, so if you find the rectangle is a bit too big, just trim it down. If you
find it's a bit too small, just cut out another small piece to fill in the gap.

= Glue on the head, fire hat, legs and tail (using the tab to make a 3D effect)

» The craft is shown as if the Dalmatian is sitting up on its haunches as it's easier to
construct them. You can make them so they stand on all 4's (use a straw,
cardboard, toothpick or stir stick glued to the back of the legs for extra support).

The Dalmatian is most famous for being the firehouse dog. This probably started
in London where they were first acquired as "ratters", to kill vermin in London's
stables and firehouses. Soon they were running alongside the fire engine. To this
day, many firehouses in Great Britain and the USA have a Dalmatian, although
now, they are more likely to been seen riding on the fire truck instead of along
side it.

The breed's first appearance in a dog show was in Great Britain in 1860. The first
American shows appearance was in 1926, when the Dalmatian Club of American
held its first National Specialty Show.

The exact time and location of the dog's origin are unknown. However, because
Dalmatians appear in an Italian wall painting dated about 1360 A.D. and because
these spotted dogs were named after Dalmatia, an Adriatic coastal region, one



may
assume that they originated somewhere in this area. But, it wasn't until 1780
when the name "Dalmatian" was used in the English language.

In the 1700's, Dalmatians were used to protect horses that pulled English
stagecoaches. Typically two Dalmatians would run next to the horses as they
pulled the coach. When other dogs tried to run out and scare the horses, the
Dalmatian team would chase them away. Over the years, Dalmatians formed a
close bond with horses. During this time, horse theft was very common. Because
of the potential for theft, stagecoach drivers would typically sleeping a hammock
strung between two stalls where they would watch for thieves. However,
because of the bond between the Dalmatians and the horses, the driver could
sleep in a hotel or house if he owned a Dalmatian.

The Dalmatians would sleep with the horses and guard against horse theft. It is
during the era of horse drawn fire apparatus that the Dalmatian becomes forever
tied to the Fire Service. These fire house horses were required to spend hours at
a time at a fire scene, or hours inside the fire house waiting for a call, and
despite many misbelieves, these fire house horses were not broken down old
hags, but fine spirited horses






